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Abstract
This is the story of Anne Boleyn, the second wife of Henry VIII, a woman who would rise to become the Queen of England taking the throne from Catherine of Aragon, and England down the path of the Protestant Reformation. Before going on to fall from her height of power and meet her untimely end. 
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Anne Boleyn was the second wife of Henry VIII, in Henry’s obsession to acquire a male heir he would divorce his current wife and marry Anne. It was a long and difficult road for them faced with great adversity from within the court, from Catherine of Aragon, Henry’s first wife and reigning Queen, and also from outside by Catherine’s nephew, Charles V, King of Spain and Holy Roman Emperor.
Secțiunea preliminară
Anne Boleyn was the child of Sir Thomas Boleyn and Elizabeth Howard, the daughter of Sir Thomas Howard, 2nd Duke of Norfolk. Her date of birth is disputed, it is believed she was born in either 1501 or 1507. She would spend her early childhood years in Hever Castle in Kent before being sent to live in France as a companion of Henry VIII sister, Mary who was Queen of France by that time. During her time in France she established close connections with the French and English royal families. She would be educated in France and would stand out when she returned to England. She had many skills, she could sing, dance and play musical instruments, she was a patron of the arts like Henry. At the time of her arrival she’s noted for bringing French fashion to the court. She would later go on to bring the protestant reformation to Britain being one of the main driving factors in pushing Henry to break from the Catholic Church. 
At the time of her return in 1522, her sister Mary had become one of Henry’s mistresses, and she and Anne would become ladies in waiting to Queen Catherine of Aragon. In Anne’s early days at court she was not short of admirers, Henry Percy, the Earl of Northumberland and the poet, Thomas Wyatt both courted her. [1] There was an attempt to marriage between Henry Percy and Anne Boleyn, but this was prevented by Cardinal Wolsey at the order of Henry VIII. [2] Around 1525, Mary introduced Anne to Henry, and the ‘love affair’ starts to bloom. It began with the two of them exchanging love letters. In one of the letters Henry sent to Anne, he wrote: "If you ... give yourself up, heart, body and soul to me ... I will take you for my only mistress, rejecting from thought and affection all others save yourself, to serve only you."  After receiving the letter, Anne initially responded with rejection to the idea of becoming Henry’s mistress, writing back to him: "Your wife I cannot be, both in respect of mine own unworthiness, and also because you have a queen already. Your mistress I will not be." In this letter she makes her position clear on what she wants, she would be his wife and Queen, but not his mistress. From this point the stage is set: Henry’s obsession with having a son, the inability of Catherine to produce a male heir, the Pope’s unwillingness to grant a divorce, and Henry’s new found love for Anne Boleyn, would lead to the Protestant Reformation being brought to the England’s shores. [3]
In 1527 Henry attempted to petition the Pope for a divorce, he argued that the marriage was illegitimate based on Catherine previously being married to Arthur, Henry’s brother. Pope Clement VII staunchly refused to grant the annulment as he was a prisoner of Charles V, Catherine’s nephew. Due to the political situation between the Holy Roman Empire and England this left a divorce out of the discution in the eyes of Charles. The Pope tried to tried to play his card right and appease Charles V and Henry VIII. He attempted to drag out discussions and negotiations in the hopes that the political situation would change with either Charles’ control over him ending or Henry to grow tired and remain married to Catherine. [4] [5]
As the negotiation dragged on Henry increasingly looked for a solution. His growing desperation and frustration would be exploited by Thomas Cranmer, Thomas Cromwell, and Anne Boleyn to break the Church of England away from the Catholic Church. Anne would initially refuse to consummate their relationship until she had become Queen. She would share with Henry a book “Obedience of a Christian Man” by William Tyndale. The book argued that the words of God written in the Bible were the source of supreme authority and he was not held by the Pope. Over the years Anne, Cranmer and Cromwell would work to convince the King that “the solution” to his marriage to Catherine could be solved by splitting the English Church from the Catholic Church. All of these made Henry to dismiss Catherine from Court in July 1531. After that Anne would eventually consummate her relationship with Henry and become pregnant in 1532, to put more pressure on Henry. With Anne now pregnant it was now a race against time as if the child was born out of wed-lock, the child would be a bastard. [1] [6] 
After seven years of courtship, Henry and Anne would be married in secret on 25th of January 1533, with Henry still married to Catherine. Cranmer would propose a way to legalize the situation with the “The Act in Restraint of Appeals. This act would deprive the Pope of his power to judge on marital affairs within England and would give Cranmer the authority to declare the King’s union with Catherine null and void. [7] Henry would divorce Catherine in May 1533 and would have Anne crowned Queen on the 1st of June. Three months after her coronation, Elizabeth would be born, giving Henry a second daughter. Henry was very displeased with the gender of the child, as he still had an obsession with a male heir. [2]
Over the course of the first few months the initial optimism would quickly sour, as Anna would give birth to a daughter, Elizabeth who would later be known as Queen Elizabeth I. Henry’s superstition and paranoia would further complicate it as he believed the relationship to be ‘cursed, due to his relationship to Mary Boleyn, Anne’s elder sister. He believed that his second marriage like his first tainted by incest for laying with Mary as Catherine had married his elder brother Arthur. [8] Henry would take on a new lover much to the frustration of Anne. Where Catherine had remained calm and tried her best to ignore the King’s adultery, Anne was furious. Anne had condemned his behaviour angering Henry and souring their relationship even more. [3]
Anne still had her allies in court, Thomas Cranmer and Thomas Cromwell. They’d work to push through and develop the Reformation with “The Act of Supremacy” in 1934, which would officially cut ties with the Catholic Church and proclaim the King the Supreme Head of the Church of England. She would however find herself with many enemies soon enough. Those who were supporters of Catherine and had lost favour with the King in the divorce were eager to see her fall. She fell out with Thomas Cromwell after he arranged for the funds raised by the sale of monastic property to go to the royal coffers instead of being used for charitable purposes, like she had hoped. She created problems internationally and prevented an alliance with the Holy Roman Empire as Charles V refused to ratify her marriage to Henry. The birth of a son could have secured her position as Queen, however she suffered two miscarriages, one in 1534 and one in 1536, both stillborn males. Her miscarriage in 1536 would be “the miscarriage of her saviour”. [9] Henry had his eyes for Jane Seymour, one of Anne’s lady in waiting and had made up his mind to marry her and get rid of Anne. History would start to repeat itself as Anne would find herself isolated like Catherine was. For Anne however her family would not offer her the same protection as Catherine’s did. 
Anne’s failure to provide a son and heir for Henry was the last straw. Henry would want her removed and Thomas Cromwell would see to it. It is uncertain whether the execution was ordered by Henry or the work of Thomas Cromwell to remove Anne as in a potential rival permanently. [10] In May 1536 Anne was arrested on charges of incest, adultery, plotting regicide and bewitching the King. As were George Boleyn, her brother, Henry Norris, Frances Weston and William Brereton. Under Tudor Law the accused was presumed guilty until proven innocent and the charges against them were not always clear. This meant that Anne and the men arrested would struggle to defend themselves. Several accused were tortured into false confessions that could be used to find Anne guilty. They were condemned on this and the testimony of George’s jealous wife. They were all sentenced to be beheaded with Henry summoning for  the Hangman of Calais possibly before Anne was found guilty. Anne would be  executed on the 19th of May 1536. In her final hours Anne joked with her courtiers about saying “I heard say the executioner was very good, and I have a little neck”. She took care with her appearance, and it’s describes as wearing “the ermine trim on her outfit confirmed her status; her kirtle was crimson, the colour of martyrdom; and her hood was the traditional English gable hood, that cumbersome head-dress that resembled the gable of a house and which covered the wearer’s hair (rather than the more fashionable French hood, which showed some hair).” “the ermine trim on her outfit confirmed her status; her kirtle was crimson, the colour of martyrdom; and her hood was the traditional English gable hood, that cumbersome head-dress that resembled the gable of a house and which covered the wearer’s hair (rather than the more fashionable French hood, which showed some hair).” As she ascended the scaffold, she made a speech to those present “Good Christian people, I have not come here to preach a sermon; I have come here to die. For according to the law and by the law I am judged to die, and therefore I will speak nothing against it. I am come hither to accuse no man, nor to speak of that whereof I am accused and condemned to die, but I pray God save the King and send him long to reign over you, for a gentler nor a more merciful prince was there never, and to me he was ever a good, a gentle, and sovereign lord. And if any person will meddle of my cause, I require them to judge the best. And thus I take my leave of the world and of you all, and I heartily desire you all to pray for me.” She would be executed and buried at the Chapel of St. Peter ad Vincula. [11]
Anne was convicted by a court of her enemies not of crimes of adultery but the crime of not having a son and being angry at her husband’s infidelity. 
Their relationship which took seven years to make happen would shatter only after three years of marriage. A relationship built on passion would burn out as quickly as it started. Henry would go on to marry Jane Seymour only eleven days after Anne was beheaded.

CONCLUZII
Anne’s story is one of ambition and pride, a woman who was offered to become mistress to the King and instead sought to be Queen. Her quest to become Queen of England would lead to her becoming one of the most influential women in the history of England as she would pave the way for the Protestant Reformation in England. Her pride would lead to her downfall as it drove away her allies and isolated her from her husband. She would never have thought that the man she spent seven years convincing to defy the Pope for her would leave her so quickly. 
Henry would go on and try to erase every trace of Anne ever being part of his life, but he’d miss one. The most important piece was their daughter, Lady Elizabeth, who would later become one of the greatest monarchs England had known, Elizabeth I. 
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